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TOPOGRAPHIC MAP

he first step in successful planning is to obtain a detailed map of the slope, improvements and
other conditions of the land. A Topographic Map, or, "Topo" may also show information on the
location and availability of utilities.

A Topo displays elevations of the ground using contour lines. Contour lines

.~ connect points on the earth that have the same elevation. If you find a

.+ contour line that is labeled "600" and trace it out, you are following every
. pointon the ground that has an elevation of 600.
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L | One important consideration in understanding a Topo is the contour
. interval. The contour interval tells the difference in elevation between the
; - contour lines. A map with a contour interval of five feet has contour lines
.. ) that connect elevations at five feet intervals, i.e. 600, 605, 610 etc. A
- - Topographic Map with a contour interval of one foot connects elevations at
one foot intervals, i.e. 600, 601, 602 etc.
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Before requesting a Topographic Map, you should discuss with your Architect or Engineer exactly what
information they will need to design your project. That way, there will be no misunderstandings about
what the map shows. We will provide your topo in the AutoCAD® format, the industry standard for
computer aided drafting and design. This allows your design professional to immediately begin working
with the data and is also much more accurate than scaling off a paper map.

TREE SURVEYS

Four rules to remember about contour

lines:

« Contour lines that are closely spaced
and parallel indicate steeper slopes.

« Widely spaced contour lines indicate

Whether you are looking to
/' incorporate native landscape
into your own property or
you are developing a large

flat terrgin. . tract and want to enhance its
« Except in the rare cases, contour lines value a Tree Survey will help assist in
do not cross each other.

successful planning. Additionally, many
local governments now require a Tree Survey
before authorizing development.

« Contour lines in the shape of "V"
indicate ditches or streams with the
point of the V pointing upstream.
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